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family dissensions and neighborhood disputes; and
the same cause affects the peace, happiness and
prosperity of States. It may be most devoutly hop-
ed thaf the good sense of the American People
will ever be ready to repel all such attempts, should
they ever be made.

There has been no material change in our fo-

reign relations since my last Annual Message to
Congress. With all the Powers of Europe we con-
tinue on the most friendly terms. Indeed, it af--
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ter at Berlin to re-op- en the negotiation so far as to
obtain an' extension of time for the exchange of
ratifications. I regret, however, to say that his
efforts, in this respect, have been unsuccessful. I
am, nevertheless, not without hope that, the great
advantages which were intended to be secured by
the treaty, may yet be realized.

I am happy to inform you that, Belgium has, by
an "arrete royale," issued in Ju'y last, assimilated
the flag of the United States to her own, so far as
the direct trade between the two countries is con- -
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bably would-- be found to conflict with the
Constitution. A fancied expediency is ele-
vated above constitutional authority ; and a
reckless and wasteful extravagance but too

ana inaepenaeni nersen, sne asns tone receiv-
ed into our Union. It is a question for oar
own decision, whether she shall be received
or not.
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We have no time to make remarks this

week, on this important document. In
our next we expect to do so. We venture
to say that ours is the first edition of the

Message," issued from any press in the
State. Hurrah for the Journal office ! ! !

President's Message.
To the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States:
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No definite intelligence has yet been received
from our Minister, of the conclusion of a Treaty
with the Chinese Empire; but enough is known to
induce the strongest hopes that, the mission will be
crowned with success.

With Brszil our relations continue on the most
friendly footing. The commercial intercourse be-

tween that growing Empire and the United-state- s

is becoming daily of greater importance to both;
and it is the interest of both that, the firmest rela-

tion of amity and good will, should continue to be
cultivated hctween them.
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no authority, to have conducted such a ne-

gotiation; and to have undertaken it, it would
have been an assumption equally revolting to
the pride of Mexico and Texas, and subject-
ing us to the charge of arrogance : while to
have proposed in advance of annexation, to
satisfy Mexico for any contingent interest she
might have in Texas, would have been to

tne uonvenuon conciuaeu oeiween me unit-- tion of the Government: and thati r x
exists beyond, should be reduced ored estates anu Mexico on ttie isutn o; ..Novem-

ber, 18-13- , have been transmitted through our
Minister, for the concurrence of the Mexican
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notwithstanding the most persevering efforts have have treated Texas, not as an independent! Government; but, although urged thereto,
been employed by our Charge d' Affairs, Mr. Black mere dependency of MexicoJ no action has yet been had on the subject;power, but as a
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date in regard to passports all of which are
considered as in violation of the Treaty of
Amity and Commerce between the two coun-
tries, have led to a correspondence of consid-
erable length between the Minister for Fo-

reign Relations and our Representative at
Mexico, but without any satisfactory result.
They remain still unadjusted; and many and
serious inconveniences have already resulted
to our citizens in consequence of them.

Questions growing out of the act of disarm-
ing a body of Texian troops under the com- -

have already added WSTjHships to their naval Vf SteaA
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bircumstances, is greatly to be deplored, and;
the United States is the last nation to desirei
it; but if, as the condition of peace, it be re-

quired of us to forego the unquestionable,
right of treating with an independent power,
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selection of the articles to be taxed, which a
due regard to the public weal would at all
times suggest to the Legislative mind. It
leaves the range of selection undefined ; and
such selection should always be made with
an eye to the great interests of the country.
Composed as in the Uunion, of separate and
independent States, a patriotic Legislature
will not fail in consu ting the interests of the
parts, to adopt such course as will be best
calculated to advance the harmony of the
whole ; and thus ensure that permanency in
the policy of the Government without which
all efforts to advance the public prosperity are
vain and fruitless. This great and vitally
important task reets with Congress ; and the
Executive can do no more than recommend
the general principles which should govern
in its execution.

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of
war, for exhibition of the condition of the ar-
my ; and recommend to you, as well worthy
your best consideration, many of the sugges-
tions it contains. The Secretary in no de-
gree exaggerates the great importance, of pres-
sing forward, without delay, in the work of
srecting and finishing the fortifications, to
which he particularly alludes. Much has
been done towards placing our cities and
roadsteads in a state of security against the
hazards of hostile attack, within the last four
years ; hut considering the new elements
which have been, of late years, employed
in the propelling of ships,utpe formidable im-
plements of destruction which have been
bronght into service' we cannot be too active
or vigilant in nreparing and perfecting the
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and unsust lined pretention ofclaim by a third service, of the United States, acting under the
orders of our Government ; and the forciblepower, to control the free will ot the power)

manence, than those of the United States. Amongst
these, the first and most effective are, no doubt, the
strict observance of justice, and trie honest and
punctual fulfilment of all engagements. But it is
not to be forgotten that, in the present state of the
world, it is no less necessary to be ready to enforce
their observance and fulfilment, in reference to our-

selves, than to observe and fulfil them, on our part,
in regard to others.

Since the close of your last session, a negotiation
has been formally entered upon between the Secre-tai-y

of State and Her Britannic Majesty's Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary and Envoy Eitraordinary resid-

ing at Washington, relative to the rights of their
respective nations in and over the Oregon territory.
That negotiation is still pending. Should it, du-

ring your session, be brought to a definiyve conclu-
sion, the result will be promptly communicated to
Congress. I would, however, again call vour atten-
tion to the recommendations contained in previous
messages, designed to protect and facilitate emigra-
tion to that Territory. The establishment of mili-tar-o

posts at suitable points upon the extended line
of land travel, would enable our citizens to migrate
in comparative safety to the fertile regions below
the falls of the Columbia, and make the provision
of the existing convention for the joint occupation
of the Territory by subjects of Great Britain, and
tki citizens of the United States, more available
than heretofore to the latter. These posts would
constitute places of rest for the weary emigrant,
where he would be sheltered securely against the
danger of ttackf(pn the Indians, and be enabled
to recover from the exhaustion of a long line of
travel. Legislative enactments should also be made
which should spread over him the aegis of our laws,
so as to afford protection to his person and proper-
ty when he shall have reached his distant home. In
this latter respect, the British Government has been
much more careful of the intererts of such of her
people as are to he found in that rountry, than the
United States. She has made necessary provision
for their security and protection against the acts of
the viciously disposed and lawless; and her emigrant
reposes in safety under the panoply ot her laws.
Whatever may be the result of the pending nego-
tiation, such measures are necessary. It will afford
me the greatest pleasure, to witness a happy and fa-

vorable termination to the existing negotiation, up-

on terms compatible with the public honor; and the
best efforts of the Government will continue to be

directed to this end.
It would have given mc the highest gratification,

in this, my last annual communication to Con-
gress, to have been able to announce to you the
complete and entire settlement and adjustment ot
other matters in difference between the United
States and the Government of Her Britannic Majes-
ty, which were adverted to in a previous message.
It is so obviously the interest of both countries, in
respect to the large and valuable commerce which
exists between them, that all causes of complaint,
however inconsiderable, should be, with the great-

est promptitude, removed, that it must be regard-

ed as cause of regret, that any unnecessary delays
should be permitted to intervene. It is true that,
in a pecuniary point of view, the matters alluded
to, are, altogether, insignificant in amount, when
compared with the ample resources of that great
nation; but they, nevertheless, more particularly
that limited class which arise under seizures and
detentions of American ships on the coast of Afri-

ca, upon the mistaken supposition indulged in at
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We have continued cause for expressing our
gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for
the benefits and blessings which our country, un-t.- cr

his kind Providence has enjoyed during the
past year. Notwithstanding the exciting scenes
through which we have passed, nothing has occur-
red to disturb the general peace, or to derange the
harmony of our political system. The great moral
spectacle has been exhibited of a nation, appiod-matin- g

in number to 20,000,000 of people, having
performed the high and important function of elect-

ing their Chief Magistrate for the term of four
years, without the commission of any acta of vio-

lence, or the manifestation of a spirit of insubordi-
nation to the laws. The great and inestimable
right of suffrage, has been exercised by all who
were invested with it, under the laws of the differ-

ent Stales, in a spirit dictated alone by a desire, in
the selection of the agent, to advance the inturtsts
of the country, and to place beyond jeopardy the
institutions under which it is our happiness to live.
That the deepest interest has been manifested by all
our countrymen in the result of the election, is not
less true, than highly creditable to them. Vast
multitudes have assembled, from time to time, at
various places, for the purpose of canvassing the
merits and pretensions of those who were present-
ed for their suffrages; but no armed soldiery has
been necessary to restrain, within proper limits, the
popular zeal, or to prevent violent outbreaks. A
principle much more controlling was found in the
love of order and obedience to the laws, which
with mere individual exceptions, every where pos--,
sesses the American mind, and controls with an in-

fluence far more powerful than hosts of armed men.
We cannot dwell upon this picture without recog-
nizing in it that deep and devoted attachment on
the part of the People, to the institutions under
which we live, which proclaims their perpetuity.
Tlie great objection which has always prevailed
against the election, by the People, of their Chief
Executive officer, has been the apprehension of tu-

mults and disorders, which might involve in ruin
the entire Government. A security sgainst this, is
found not only in the fact before alluded to, but in
the additional fact that, we live under a confedera
cy embracing already twenty-si- x States; no one

has power to control the election The popu-- f

ar vote in each State is taken at the time appointed
by the laws, and such vote is announced by its
Electoral College, without reference to the decision
of the oilier States. The right of suffrage, and the
mode of conducting the election, is regulated by the
laws of each State; and the election is distinctly
federative in all its prominent features. Thus it is
that, unlike what might be the results under a

system, riotous proceedings, should
they prevail, could only affect the elections in sin-

gle .States, without disturbing, to any dangerous
extent, the tranquility of others. The great expe

entry into the Custom Ho'j.e at Bryarly's
Landing, on Red River, by certain citizens of
the United States, and taking away theretrom
the goods seized by the Collector of the Cus-
toms, as forfeited under the laws of Texas,
have been adjusted ; so far as the powers of
the Executive extend. The correspondence
between the two Governments in reference to
both subjects, will be found amongst the ac-

companying documents. It contains a full
statement, of all the facts and circumstances,
with the views taken on both sides, and the
principles on which the questions have been
adjusted. It remains for Congjess to make
the necessary appropriation to carry the ar-

rangement into effect, which 1 respectfully

with whom we treat devoted as we may be
to peace, and anxious to cultivate friendly re-

lations with the whole world, the executive
does not hesitate to say that, the people of the
U. S. would be ready to brave all consequen-
ces, sooner than submit to such condition.
But no apprehension of war was entertsinec
by the Executive, and 1 must express frankly
the opinion that, had the treaty been ratifiei
by the senate; it would have been followed b;
a prompt settlement, to the entire satisfactioi
of Mexico, of every matter in difference be-

tween the two conntries. Seeing then tlr.t
new preparations for hostile invasion of Texas
were about to be adopted by Mexico, and that
these were brought about because Texas hal
adopted the suggestion of the Executive upon
the subject of annexation, it could not pasj,- -

- . moHosueeii mp ru n ,,. i .
they have acted; and thus, U-b- TCS

cases if any, exist, wherein our fewSbZwho, from time to time, have been drawn tTSseat of Government for the settlement cf thehtransactions with tbe Goverment, have gonedissatisfied. Where the testimnn i,.. Way
means of defence. I refer you, also, to his , 7 "j "ao "ten per- -,... i ,
report for a full statement of the condition of Z k

8tlsfactory, their claims
The greatly improved condition of theTrea

case of the brig "Morris.' And the Congress of
Venezuela, although an arrangement has been ef-

fected between our Minister, and the Minister of
foreign affairs of that government, for the payment
of $18,000, in discharge of its liabilities in the same
case has altogether neglected to make provision
for its payment. It is to be hoped that a sense of
justice will soon induce a settlement of these
claims.

Our late Minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has
returned to the United-state- s without having eflec-cte- d

an adjustment in the second claim of the Ma-

cedonian, which is delayed on grounds altogether
frivolous and untenable. Mr. Pendleton's succes-
sor has been directed tc urge the claim in the strong-
est terms; and, in the event of a failure to obtain a
permment adjustment, to report the fact to the Ex-
ecutive at as early a day es possible, so that the
whole matter may be communicated to Congress.

At your last session, I submitted, to the attention
of Congress, the Convention with the Republic of
Peru of the 17th of March, 1841, providing for the
adjustment of t'le claims ofcitizens of the United-state- s

against that Republic; but no definitive actioe
was taken upon the subject. I again invite to it
your attention and prompt action.

In my last annual Message, I felt it to be my
duty to make known to Congress, in terms both
plain and emphatic, my opinion in regard to the
w ar which has so long existed between Mexico and
Texas; which, since the battle of San Jacinto, has
consisted altogether of predatory incursions, atten-
ded by circumstances revolting to humanity. I re-

peat now, what I then said that, after eight years
of feeble and ineffectual efforts to recover Texas, it
was time that the war should have ceased. The
United-state- s had a direct interest in the question.
The contiguity of the two nations to our territory
was but too well calculated to involve our peace.
Unjust suspicions were engendered in the mind of
one or the o.her of the belligerents against us; and,
as a necessary consequence, American interests
were made to suffer, and our peace became daily
endangered. I)i addition to which, it must have
been obvious to all that the exhaustion produced by
the war, subjected both Mexico and Texas to the
interference jf other powers; which, without the in-

terposition of this Government, might eventuate in
the most serious injury to the United-state- s. This
Government, from time to time, exerted its friendly
oitices to bring about a termination of hostilities np-o- n

terms honorable alike to both the belligerents.
Its ellbrts in this behalf proved unavailing. Mexi-
co seemed, almost without an object, to persevere
in th 1 war, and no other alternative was left the
Executive but to take advantage of the well known
dispositions of Texas,and to invite her to enter into
a treaty for annexing her territory to that of the

Since your last session, Mexico has threat-
ened to renew the war and has either made,
or proposes to make, formidable preparations
for invading Texas. She has issued decrees
and proclamations, preparatory to the com-
mencement of hostilities, full of threats, re-

volting to humanity; and which if carried into
effect, would arouse the attention of all Chris-
tendom. This new demonstration of t'eelinrr,
there is too much reason to believe, has been
produced inconsequence of the negotiation of
the late treaty of annexation with Texas. The
Executive, therefore, could not be indifferent
to such proceedings, and it felt it to be due, as
well to itself as to the honor of the country,
that a strong representation should be tn:deto
tlie Mexican Government upon the sub'ect.
This was accordingly done, as will he seen by
the copy of the accompanying despatch from

vely have folded its arms and permitted a war,? sury, affords a subject for general congratula-threatene- d

to be accompanied by every act tion. The paralysis which had fallen on
that could mark a barbarous a (re, to be waged i trade and commerce, and which subjected the
against her, because she had done so.

the, Indian tribes within our jurisdiction..
The Executive has abated no effort in carry-
ing into effect the w policy of
the Government, which contemplates a re-

moval of all the tribee residing within the
limits of the several Stotes, beyond those lim-
its ; and it is now enabled to congratulate the
count y at the prospect of an early consum-
mation of this object. Many of the tribes
have already made great progress in the arts
of civilized life ; and through the operation of
the schools established among them, aided
by the efforts of the pious men of various re
ligious denominations who devote them- -

pMnujny uuu ; and this in the ab-sence of all favoritism or partiality. The Govern
ment which is not just to Us own people, can nei-
ther claim their affection, nor the respect of tho
world. At the same time, the closest attention h abeen paid to those matters which relate more im-
mediately to the great concerns of the country
Order and efficiency in each branch of the public
service, have prevailed ; accompanied by a system
of the most rigid responsibility, on the pr of the
receiving and disbursing agents. '"V--

e fact, in il-

lustration of the truth of thi- - remark, deserves to
be noticed, that the re"ues of the Government
amounting, in last four years, to upwards ofSlSO.OOoUO, have been collected ami .i;i ,

Government lo the necessity ot resorting to
loans, and the issue of Treasury notes, to a
large amount, has passed away; and, after
the payment of upwards of $7,000,000, on
account of the interest, and in redemption of
more tq.in $ 5,000,000 of the public debt,
which falls due on the 1st of Jan. next, anp
setting apart upwards of $2,000,000 for the
payment of outstanding Treasury notes, and
meeting an instalment of the debts of the cor-
porate cities of the District of Columbia an

Other considerations of a controlling char-

acter influenced the course of the executive.
Tiie treaty which had thus been negotiated,
had failed to receive the ratification of the s-

enate. One of the chief objections which was
urged ajjainst it, was found to consist in ihe
fact, that the question of annexation had rot
been submitted to the ordeal of public opinim
in t!ie United States. However untenabe
such an objection was esteemed to be, in viev
of the unquestionable .power of the executiv
to negotiate the treaty, and "the great and las
ting interests involved in the question, I fel

selves To the task of their improvement we tugh the numerous Governmental acenia ro;.k'
- , e ji i .. .u - . . a fi.. !,. i. i. bi"", wnn- -estimated surplus of upwards at $7,000,000, uiay lunuiy uupe mat, mo remains oi 'no vu. . iwo, uj uaduii, ui any amount worthw nfover and above the existinr appropriations, formidable tribes whh-- were unec masters of serious commentary.

will remain in the Treasury at the close of this country will, in their transition from the
' a rm " . 1

it to be mv duty to submit the whole sub'iec tltie fiscal vear. Should the treasury notes
to Congress, as the best expounder of popu- - Continue outstanding, as heretofore, that sur
lar sentiment. No definitive action havinthe time the wrong was committed, ot their being

ensranred in the slave-trad- e. deerdv affect the s n- -
riment of a political confederacy each member of
which is supreme as to all matters appertaining to
its local interests, and its internal peace and hapi-nes- s,

while by a voluntary compact with others,
it ... ibo nnitoil nnwpr nf nil tbe nm.tii m

fplus will be considerably augmented. Al-Itho- gh

all interest has ceased upon them, and
fthe Government has invited their rsturn to
the Treasury, yet they remain outstanding ,
affording great facilities to commerce, and es-

tablishing the fact that, under a well-regulat-

fsystem of finance, the Government has re- -

been taken on the subject by Congress, tht
question referred itself directly to the decision
of the states and the people. The great pop-

ular election which has just terminated, afford
the best opportunity of ascertaining the will

The appropriations made by Congress for the
improvement of the rivers of the West, and of the
harbors on the lakes, are in a course ef judicious
expenditure under citable gents ; and are destin-
ed, it is to hi hopei, to realize all the benefits de-
signed to be accomjlished by Congress. I cannot
however, sufficient! impress ujon Congress, the
great importance if withholding appropria'tion
from improvement which are not ascertained, by
previous examination and survey, to be necessary
for the shelter arkl protection of trade from the
dangers of storma and tempests. Without this
precaution, the ex endilures are but too apt to

to the benefit of individuals ; without refer-
ence to the only imsideration which can render
them constituponal the public interests and the
general good.

I cannot too eanestly urge upon you the inter

of the states, and the people upon it. Pending
that issue it became the imperative duty of (sources with n itself, which render it indepen- -

savage state, to a condition ot rehnement ana
cultivation, add another bright trophy to a-d-

the labors of a well-direct- ed philanthro-
py-

The accompanying report of the Secretary oi
the Navy, will explain to you the situation
of that branch of the service. The present
organization of the Department, imparts to
its operations great efficiency ; but I concur
fully in the propriety of a division of the Bu-
reau of Construction, Equipment, and lie-pair- s,

into two Bureaux. The suqjects, as
now arranged, are incongruous, and lequire,
to a certain extent, information and qualifica-
tions altogether dissimilar.

The operations of the squadron on the coast
of Africa have been conducted with all due
attention to the object which led to its organ-ixatio- n

; and I am happy to say that the offi

the executive to inform Mexico that the ques

ests of this District, over which, by the Constitu
tion, Congress hasfcxcinsive jurisdiction. It would
be deeply to be resetted should there be. at anv
time, eround toconpllin of neelect on ta n ,rcers and crews have enjoyed the best possi
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tion of annexation was still before the Ameri-
can people, and that until their decision was
pronounced, any serious invasion of Texas
would be regarded as an attempt to forestsll
their judgment, and could not be looked upon
with indifference. I am most happy to in-

form you, that no such invasion has taken
place; and I trust that whatever your action
may be: upon it, Mexico will see tho impor-

tance of deciding the matter by a resort to
peaceful expedients, in preference to those of
arms. The decision of the people nd the
states, on this great and interesting subject,
has been decisively manifested. Tiii ques-
tion of annexation has been presented rakedly
to their consideration. By tho trea.y itself,
all collateral and incidental issuer which
were calculated to divide and distract the pub-

lic councils, were carefully avoided. These
were left to the wisdom of the future to deter

the Secretaiv of State to the United States

uenv in time ot need, not only ot private loans,
but also of bank facilities.

The only remaining subject of regret is, that the
remaining stocks of the Government do not fall due
at an earlier day; since their redemption would be
entirely within its control. As it is, it may be well
worthy the considerat on of Congress whether tbe
law establishing the sinking fund under the oper-

ation of which the debts of the Revolution and last
war with Great Britian were, to a great extent, ex-

tinguished should not, with proper modifications
(so as to prevent an accumulation of surpluses, and
limited in amount to a specific sum.) be
Such provision, which would authorize the Govern-
ment to go into the market for a purchase of its
own stock, on fair terms, would serve to maintain
its credit at the highest point, and prevent, to a
great exteut, those fluctuations in the price of its se,
cuiUics; which might, under other circumstances-affec- t

iu credit. No apprehensiou of this sort is,
at this moment, entertained; siuce the stock of the
Government wnv-- h but two years ago were offered
for sale to capitalists, at home and abroad, at a de-

preciation, and could finj no purchasers, are uow
greatly above par in the has of the holders; but a
wise and prudent forecast admv.nishes us to place
beyond the reach of contingency Ci-- n public credit.

It must also be a matter of unming--- d gratifica

..I. in in hi, uii.jri .ne in u "j a community wmci,iiaci!eu as it is irom the er

in command. It is .believed the Uni- - rental care of the sUtd of Virginia and Maiyland;
ted States is the only nation which has, by its can ony expect aidfrlm Congress, as its local le-la-

subjected to the punishment of death, gislature. Among tie subjects which clam your
as pirates, those who may be engaged in the attention, is the pronn organization of an asylum
slave-trad- e. A similar enactment on the fur the insane, who umy be found, from Cme to
part of other nations would not fail to be at-- time, sojourning wihirj the District Suehcourse

is also demanded ly considerations which apply
to branches of the rab c service. For the neces-
sities i" this behalf, to ivite your particular atten-
tion to lhe report of th secretary of tbe navy.

I have thus, genten n of the two, Hoyt f
Congress, presented yoi atrue and faifhfiilricture
of the condition of pubic affairs.iwth fa-fig- v"'
domestic. The wtntdof the fblk j$

tended by beefficial results.
In consequence of the difficulties which

have existed in the way of securing titles for
the necessary grounds, operations have not
yet been commenced towards the establish-
ment of the Na.y Yard at Memphis. So
soon as the title is perfected, no further delay
will be permitted to intervene. It is well
worthy of your cnosideration, whether Con-
gress should not direct the establishment of a

o a
sibilities of this Government and People. Great
Britain having recognized her responsibility to re-

pair all such wrongs, by her action in other cases,
leaves nothing to be regretted upon the subject, as
to all cases prior to the Treaty of Washington,
than the delay in making suitable reparation in
such of them as fall plainly within the principle
of others, which she ha-- , long since adjusted. The
injury inflicted by delays in the settlement of these-elaim- s,

fall with severity upon the individual clai-

mants, and makes a strong appeal to her magna,
inimity and sense ofjustice for a speedy settlement.
Other matters, arising out of the construction of
existing treaties, also remain unadjusted, and wall

continue to be urged upon her attention.
The labors of the joint commission appointed

by the two Governments to run the dividing line,
established by the Treaty of Washington, were,
unfortunately, much delayed in the commence-
ment of the season, by the failure of Congross, at
ts last session, to make a timely appropriation of

iunds to meet the expenses of the American party,
fand by other-cause- s. The United States Com-
missioner, however, expresses his expectation that,
by increased diligence and energy, the party will
be able to make up for lost time.

We continue to receive assurances of the most
friendly feelings on the part of all the other Euro-

pean powers; with each, and all of whom, it is so

obviously our interest to cultivate the most amica-

ble relations. Nor can I anticipate the.occurrence
of any event which would be likely, in any degree,
to disturb those relations. Russia, the great north-

ern power, under the judicious sway ot her Em-

peror, is constantly advancing in the road of sci-

ence and improvement; while France, guided by
the councils of her wise sovereign, pursues a course
calculated to consolidate the general peace. Spain
has obtained a breathing spell of some duration
from the internal convulsions which have, through
so many years, marred her prosperity; while Aus-

tria, the Netherlands, Prussia, Belgium, and the
other powers of Europe, reap a rich harvest of
blossiongs from the prevailing peace.

I informed the two Houses of Congress in my
message of December last, that instruction had
been given to Mr. Wheaton, our Minister at Ber-

lin, to negotiate a treaty with the Germanic States
composing the Zoll Verein, if it could be done-stipul- ating,

as far as it was practicable to accom-

plish it, for a reduction of the heavy and onerous
duties levied on our tobacco, and other leading ar-

ticles of agricultural production; and y ielding, in
return, on our part a reduction of duties on such
articles, the production of their industry, as should
not come into competition, or but a limited one,
with articles the product of our manufacturing in-

dustry. The Executive, in giving su.-- h instruct-

ions," considered itself as acting in strict conformi-

ty with the wishes of Congress, as made known
through several measures which it had adopted, all
directed to the accomplishment of this important

made known to you; fad mattfe no
: . , ...r,t Jnnn voi fonsidcration .
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of its citizens, in matters not domestic has been
so far crowned with complete success. The world
has witnessed its rapid growth in wealth and pop-
ulation; and, under the guide and direction of a su-

perintending Providence, the developements of the
past may be regarded but as the shadowing forth of
the mighty future. In the bright prospects of thax
future, we shall find, as patriots and philanthropists,
the highest inducements to cultivate and cherish a
love of union, and to frown down every measure
or effort which may be made to alienate the States,
oi the People of the States, in sentiment and feel-

ing, from each other. A rigid and close adherence
to tht terms of our political compact, and, above all,
a sacred observance of the guarranties of the Con-
stitution, will preserve union on a foundation which
cannot be shaken; while personal liberty is placed
beyond hazard or jeopardy. Tlie guarantee of reli-
gious freedom, of the freedom of the press, of the
liberty of speech, of the trial by jury, of the habe-
as corpus, and of the domestic institutions of each
of the States leaving the private citizen in the full
exercise of the high and ennobling attributes of his
nature, and to each State the privilege, which can
only be judiciously exerted by itself, of consulting
the means best calculated to advance its own hap-
piness; these are the great and important guarant-
ees of the Constitution, which the lovers of liber-

ty must cherish, and the advocates of union must
ever cultivate. Preserving these, and avoiding all
interpolations by forced construction, under the
guise of an imagined expediency, upon the Consti-
tution, the influence of our political system is des-

tined to be as actively and as beneficially felt on
the distant shores of" the Pacific, a3 it is now on
those of the Atlantic Ocean. The only formidable
impediments in the way of its successful expansion
(time and space) are so far in the progress of modi-

fication, by the improvements of the age, as to ren-

der no longer speculative the ability of Represen-
tatives from that remote region to come up to the
Capitol, so that their constituents shall participate
in all the benefits of Federal legislation. Thus it
is that, in the progress of time, the inestimable prin-

ciples of civil liberty will be enjoyed by millions
yet unborn, and the great benefits of our system or
Government be extended to now distant and unin
habited regions. In view of the vast wildcrness-ye- t

to be reclaimed, we may well invite the lover
of freedom, of every land, to take up his abode

us, and assist us in the great work of ad-

vancing the standard of civilization, and giving a
wider spread to the arts and refinements of culti-Aate- d

life. Our prayers should evermore be offer-

ed up to the Father of the Universe for his wis-

dom to direct us in the path of our duty, so as
to enable us to consummate these high purposes.

One of the strongest objections which has been
urged against confederacies, by writers on Govern

jiiiiHiriaiicc ait wifcv- - J. !

Shall I not be pennuttu to c
1 !rope-wal- k, m connection with the ooniempla- -tion, that, under the existing hnanciat Vstem

. 1 . I t . . 1 T W T 1 onlg o e- -resting upon the act ot 1 1 a'J, ana tne ret.oiu.n 0t ted Ixavy Yrrd, as a measure no( b'
the andyat the

uaaer
ch& " the condition

lu:t ! vZVurred Ithe last three year1lblb. the currency of the country &as aitamee conomy but as hicrhly useful and necessary.
I he only establishment of tne sort now con-

noted with the service is located at Boston;
and Xmj advantrges of a similar establishment,
conxenttt to the hemp-growin- g region,
must be appa.ont. t0 all.

The report of the presonts other
matiu-- s to your consideration, f an impor-
tant chcracter in connection with ttu- - ,v;ce

state of perfect soundness; and the of ex-

change between different parts of the Union which,
in 1841, denoted, by their enormous amoui, the
great depreciation, and in fact worthlessness oi he
currency in most of the states are now reduced to
little more than the mere expense of transporting
specie from place to place, and the risk incident to

the operation. In a new country like that of the
United States where so manv inducements are

During Period
of vital importance U the Mce
have been settled H

en brought

preserved. 1 he creditof tl J has
had experienced a temporary foraIn reer..cr vmi tn the accompanying

meheld out for speculation the depositories of the poitof the roitmaster General, it affords
seasom-Wy-

,

W been replenished. A

currency, nearly ifonrTWvalue, has takensurnlns revennp rnnsistintr of Banks of any des-- continued sause f raiification to be able to

mine. It presented, 1 repeat, tl isolated
question of annexation; and in that farm it has
been submitted to the ordeal of public senti-
ment. A controlling majority of the people,
and a large majority of the states, have deci-

ded in favor of immediate annexation. In-

structions have thus come up to both branch-
es of Congress, from their respective constitu-
ents, in terms the most emphatic. It is the
will of both the people and the states, that
Texas shall be annexed to the Union prompt-
ly and immediately. It may be hoped that
in carrying into execution the public will,
thus declared, all collateral issues may be

Future legislatures can best decide
as to the number of states which should be
formed out of the territory, when the time
has arrived, for deciding that question.
So with all others, by the treaty, the
United States has assumed the payment of
the debts of Texas, to an amount not exceed-

ing $10,000,000; to be paid, with the excep-
tion of a sum falling short of $100,000, exclu-
sively out of the proceeds of the sales of her
public lands. We could not, with honor, take
the lanos, without assuming the full payment
of all incumbrances upon them.

Nothing has occurred since your last session
to induce a dount that the disposition of Tex-

as remains unaltered. No intimation of an
altered determination, on the part of her Gov-

ernment and people, has been furnished to the
Executive. She still desires to throw her-

self under the protection of our laws, and to

partake of the blessings of our federative sys-

tem ; while every American interest would
seem to require it. The extension of our
coastwise and foreign trade, to an amount al-

most incalculable the enlargement of the
market for our manufactures a constantly

cription, when it reaches any considerable amount, ajvert to the fact imt, the affairs of the De- -
the place 0f one depreciated

- ,i . m . !. ..art nf the. Ciov- - ,1. I c l.i.o lu pn and raanufceturt '

Envoy at Mexico. Mexico has no right to
jeopard the peace of the world by urging any
longer a useless and fruitless contest. Such
a condition of things would not be tolerated
on the European continent. Why should it
he on tins'? A war of desolation, sach as is
now threatened by Mexico, cannot be waged
without involving our peace and tranquility
It is idle to believe that such a war could lie
looked upon with indifference by our own cit-
izens, inhabiting adjoining States : and our
neutrality would be violated, in despite of all
efforts on the part of the government to pre-
vent it. The country is settled by emigrants
from the United States, under invitation held
out to them by Spain and Mexico. Those
emigrants have left behind them friends and
relatives who woald not fail to sympathize
with them in their difficulties, and who would
he led by those sympathies to participate in
their struggles, however energetic the action
of the government to prevent it. Nor would
the numerous and formidable bands of Indians,
the most warlike to be found in any land,
which occupy the extensive regions contigu-
ous to the States of Arkansas and Missouri,
and who are in possession of large acts of
country within the limits of Texas, be likely
to remain passive. The inclinations of those
numerous tribes lead them invariably to war
whenever pretexts exist.

Mexico had no just ground of displeasure
this govern nent or people for negotia-

ting the treaty. What interest of hers was ef-
fected by the treaty ? She was despoiled of
nothing, since Texas was forever lost to her.
The independence of Texas was recognized
by several of the leading powers of the earth.
She was free to treat free to adopt her own
line nf policy free to take the course which
she believed was best calculated to secure her
happiaess Her government and people de-

cided on annex stion to the United States; and
the Executive saw, in the acquisition of such
a territory, the means of advancing their per-
manent happinsss and glory. What principle
of good faith then was violated? So far as
Mexico herself was concerned, the measure
slio'id have been regarded by her as highly ben-
eficial. Her inability to reconquer Texas had
been exhibited, I repeat, by eight now nine

years of fruitless and ruinous contest. In
the meantime Texas has been growing in
population and resources. Emigration has
flowed into her tetritory, from all parts of the
world, in a current which continues to increase
. . mm ' " i .
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stockholders. That interest consists in the aug-

mentation of profits, in the form of dividends, and
a large surplus revenue entrusted to their custody
is but too aot to lead to excessive loans and to ex

to meet its large expenditure. On my com-

ing into office a debt of nearly 00,000 exis-
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discharged by an appropriation "rom the
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Government, through its revenue has, at all times bether.such a.result would be

which highly important concessions, a reduction
of duties, imposed by the laws of the United

States on a variety of articles must of which were
admitted free of all duty under the act of Con-

gress commonly known as the Compromi law,

and but few of which were produced in the I ni-t- ed

States, was stipulated for cn our part. This
treaty was communicated 10 the Senate at an ear-

ly day of its last session, but not acted upon until
near its close; when, for the waut. as I am bound
to presume, of full time to consider it, it was laid
on the table. This procedure had the eftci t of
virtually rejecting it, in consequence of a stipula-
tion contained in the treaty that its ratification
should be exchanged on or before a day which ha
already passed. The Executive, acting upon the
fair interference that lhe Senate did not intend it

absolute rejection, gave instructions to our Minis- -

to be entirely exempt from such attempts on our
peace and safety. The United States are becom-
ing too important in population and resources not
to attract the observation of other nations. It,
therefore, may, in the progress of time, occur that
opinions entirely abstract in the States in which
they may prevail, and in no degree affecting their
domestic institutions, may be artfully, but secretly,
encouraged with a view to undermine the Union.
Such opinions may become the foundation of po-

litical parties, until at last, the conflict of opinion,
producing an alienation of friendly feeling among
the People of the different States, may involve in
one general destruction the happy institutions under
which we live. It should ever be borne in mind,
that what is true in regard to individuals, is equal-
ly so in regard to States. An interference of one
in the aflairs of another, is the fruitful source of

aiified Veto, it has neither. . ... im (ints wisdom, to deter- -
etl io re." w , ... . r ,han important part to penenn in connexiott with the will be o. ,n

tb t. ra- -
been Tn lowed by approval ou u.c .v

n rv ek ucd m any degree their attach

ES to thai atcoorvaiive feature of ou r Cto

measure of annexation. In such event, i
will not doubt but that Mexico would find

her true interest to consist in meeting the ad-

vances of this Government in a spirit of amity
Nor do I apprehend any serious complaint

from any other quarter; no sufficient ground
exist for such complaint. We should inter-

fere in no respect with the rights of any other
nation. There cannot be gathered from the

act, any design on our part to do so with their

JOHN TYLER.

currency, and it greatly depends upon B - mine. "
should rather

and care, whether the country be involved m em-- dical alterations in any n gu(idt n
barrassments similar to thoe which it has had re-- be brought about gradually, 'an h.
cently to encounter, or, aided by the action of the chaDge8 , ad byff u.e ry,

shall be preserved in a sound and heal-- cy in tj,e reduction postage,

thy condition.

crniu.at
V. AiBieTo

in strengm. iviexico jequires a permanent
boundary between ih'at young republic and
herself. Texas, at no distant day, if she con-

tinues sepaiate and detached from the United
States, will inevitably seek to consolidate her
strength by adding to her domain the conti-
guous provinces of Mexico. The spirit of re- -

December, 1844.


